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JOINT MOTION TO CONSOLIDATE  
 

New England Power Company (“NEP”), Canal Electric Company (“Canal”) (together 

with NEP, the “Selling Owners”), Cambridge Electric Light Company (“Cambridge”), 

Commonwealth Electric Company (“Commonwealth”) (together, with the Selling Owners, the 

“Petitioners”), hereby move jointly, pursuant to 220 C.M.R. 1.09, that the Department of 

Telecommunications and Energy (the “Department”) consolidate evidentiary hearings, as 

described below, regarding certain elements of the Petitioners’ respective requests to review and 

approve the petition of NEP and the petition of Canal, Commonwealth and Cambridge regarding 

the Seabrook Nuclear Power Station (“Seabrook”) (the “Petitions”).  The Petitions each request 

approval of the asset divestiture associated with the Selling Owners’ respective shares of 

Seabrook to FPL Energy Seabrook, LLC (“FPLE Seabrook”).  In support of this motion, the 

Petitioners submit the following: 

1. The Selling Owners are each subject to the Department’s jurisdiction, pursuant to 

G.L. c. 164, § 76, for purposes of approving a sale by the Selling Owners of their 

respective interests in nuclear power facilities, including Seabrook.1 

                                                 
1  NEP and Canal currently own approximately 9.96 percent of Seabrook and 3.52 percent of Seabrook, 

respectively. 



2. The Petitions each request that the Department approve the sale of the Selling 

Owners’ respective minority interests in Seabrook. 

3. The Petitions each seek findings that the auction process by which Seabrook was 

offered for sale ensured complete, uninhibited non-discriminatory access to all 

data and information by all parties seeking to participate in the auction, and 

therefore was equitable. 

4. The Petitions each seek findings that the divestiture process maximized the value 

of the generating assets for customers. 

5. The Petitions each include identical supporting testimony by Paul M. Dabbar, 

Vice President at J.P. Morgan Securities Inc., regarding the auction process and 

the terms of the purchase and sale agreement signed by the Selling Owners and 

FPLE Seabrook, among other signatories.  

6. The Petitions each request that the Department issue findings concerning the 

status of Seabrook’s divested assets as eligible facilities under Section 32 of the 

Public Utility Holding Company Act of 1935 (“PUHCA”). 

7. Although the Petitions each request findings regarding approval of the sale of the 

Selling Owners’ ownership interest in Seabrook and Seabrook’s assetsas eligible 

facilities under PUHCA, Canal, Cambridge and Commonwealth have separately 

requested in their Petition that the Department approve a Buyout Agreement 

relating to the Seabrook divestiture.  NEP is not a party to that agreement, and 

thus, the Petitioners request that the Department not consolidate consideration of 

the Buyout Agreement with consideration of NEP’s Petition. 
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8. Accordingly, the Petitioners respectfully request, pursuant to 220 C.M.R. 1.09, 

that the Department consolidate for hearings the Petitions as they relate to matters 

regarding: (1) the sale of the Selling Owners’ minority interests in Seabrook; and 

(2) the status of Seabrook’s divested assets as “eligible facilities” under 

Section 32 of PUHCA.  The Petitions present nearly identical legal and factual 

issues that would be most efficiently conducted through a consolidated hearing.  

In addition, consolidation will result in the efficient use of administrative 

resources and allow the Petitioners to present their cases expeditiously and avoid 

duplicative discovery and testimony preparation regarding these issues.  

Consequently, the Petitioners have a common interest in a consolidated hearing 

process.  

WHEREFORE, the Petitioners request that the Department grant their Joint Motion to 

Consolidate evidentiary hearings regarding the consideration and approval of their respective 

Petitions as set forth herein. 
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     Respectfully submitted, 

     NEW ENGLAND POWER COMPANY 
 
     By Its Attorney, 
 
 
     _____________________________ 

   Laura S. Olton, Esq.      
   National Grid USA Service Company 

     25 Research Drive 
     Westborough, Massachusetts 01582 
     (508) 389 - 3075 

     laura.olton@us.ngrid.com 

CANAL ELECTRIC COMPANY 
CAMBRIDGE ELECTRIC LIGHT COMPANY 
COMMONWEALTH ELECTRIC COMPANY 
 
By their Attorneys, 
 

 
     . 
David S. Rosenzweig, Esq. 
John K. Habib, Esq. 
Keegan, Werlin & Pabian, LLP 
21 Custom House Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02110 
(617) 951-1400 (telephone) 
(617) 951-1354 (facsimile) 
 
-and- 
 
     . 
Timothy N. Cronin, Esq. 
NSTAR Electric & Gas Corporation 
800 Boylston Street 
Boston, MA 02199 
(617) 424-2104 (telephone) 
(617) 424-2733 (facsimile) 

 

Date: May 17, 2002 


